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Mississauga Library gets donation to help homeless

Following on from an
initiative created in 2017
to connect at-risk and
homeless residents with
resources and programs,
the Mississauga Library
announced last week that
a generous donation had
been secured from a local
foundation.
The library system announced last Thursday
that the P. and L. Odette

Charitable Foundation has
donated $390,000 to help
support the Open Window
Hub, with a donation of
$130,000 per year for the
next three years.
The City was honored to
be the recipient of the donation, which will help
support
homelessness
prevention
initiatives
throughout the city, said
Mayor Bonnie Crombie.

“We remain committed
to doing everything we
can to elevate the quality
of life for our most vulnerable citizens,” Crombie
said last week. “During
our budget deliberations,
our City Council agreed to
allocate additional Library
funding that would transition the Open Window
Hub from a pilot program
to a permanent commu-

nity service allowing us to
continue to assist at-risk
and homeless individuals
rebuild their lives.”
The Foundation chose
the Open Window Hub for
its donation after learning
about the work of the initiative from the City’s
Homelessness Prevention
Outreach Worker, Kevin
Berry.
“Open Window Hub ad-

dresses the growing needs
of individuals experiencing homelessness, or at
risk of homelessness, in
Mississauga. There has
been an increase in individuals connecting with
services, so we know
there is a direct need for
it,” said library services
director Lori Kelly.
“Libraries are evolving
community spaces. The
programs and services offered through the Open
Window Hub are a reﬂection of the expanding role
libraries play in providing
support to customers experiencing homelessness.
The work we do every day
makes a diﬀerence in the
lives of so many individuals. (This) donation will
provide us with the additional funding we need to
eﬀectively explore ways
to help prevent and reduce homelessness and
support our most vulnerable customers.”
Over the course of this
year, the Library will use
the donation to provide
training in mental health

ﬁrst aid to enhance all
staﬀ’s skills in supporting
vulnerable individuals, invest in Social Work Masters students to intern
and provide more hours
of service delivery to support both staﬀ and vulnerable individuals, and
sustainably fund items
and services in high demand for vulnerable individuals, such as the
hygiene kits and Presto
cards.
Through the course of
the one year pilot, the
libary has helped support
and empower more than
500 individuals, connecting them with information, support and referrals
to agencies across the region, said Kelly.
“We have seen incredible support from the community for this program
with initiatives like Put a
Sock on it Sauga Sock
Drive and the Milk Bag
donations which have
helped raise funds and
supplies for our most vulnerable customers.”

chain’s Chief Elder Officer,
was also present to speak
at the event, and said that
she was immensely proud
of the participants for their
willingness to step out of
their comfort zones and be

engaged with youth initiatives. “The programs have
helped bring the community into the facility,” McCallion explained.
To watch the films, visit
ageismore.com.

Seniors celebrated at local ﬁlm festival gala

Several of Mississauga’s
“up and coming” seniors
had their life stories recognized through film during a
gala event held last week.
Revera’s King Gardens retirement residence hosted
the “Age is More” gala last
week, following a successful film showcase held last
month at the Greenway
residence in Brampton.
The event, which connected nine seniors together with a group of
aspiring filmmakers who
created a series of short
films, centered around the
theme of “seniors with talent”, and showcased the
participants’ unique social
issues.
“It’s something I didn’t
know I had the nerve to do,

but I enjoyed the exposure,”
said participant Eleanor
Shore, whose short film focused on her love of family
and the importance of having fun.
The films are speciallyproduced documentaries
that largely focus on the retirement provider’s efforts
to combat ageism.
Having a film festival that
connects
seniors
and
youths has many great benefits for the groups involved
and
for
the
community as a whole, said
festival program facilitator
Mutya Macatumpag, who
moderated a Q&A session
with the participants after
a screening of the ten films.
“This project bridges
youth and celebrates sen-

iors... and helps break
down the stereotypes about
them” said Macatumpag,
who introduced the films.
The film festival provided
a great way for the youths
to learn more from their
elders and hone their skills
in a safe, supportive atmosphere that fosters creativity
and further development,
she said.
Local student Nurah Nur,
who was partnered with
film participant Anastacia
Espena, said that the experience was an important
one for her, as it allowed
her to expand her creativity
and realize she had much
in common with someone
who was much older than
her.
“This whole experience

with seniors and youth..
was really fun,” she told a
crowd of more than 100
guests.
Former
Mississauga
Mayor Hazel McCallion,
who is the retirement
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